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from the enjoyment of them. As this aristocratic clas
remains fixed at the pinnacle of greatness on which i
stands, without diminution or increase, it is alway
acted upon by the same wants and affected by ther*
in the same manner. The men of whom it is com
posed naturally derive from their superior aru
hereditary position a taste for what is extremely wel
made and lasting. This affects the general way o
thinking of the nation in relation to the arts. It oftei
occurs, among such a people, that even the peasan
will rather go without the objects he covets thai
procure them in a state of imperfection. In aristo
cracies, then, the handicraftsmen work for only 2
limited number of very fastidious customers : tht
profit they hope to make depends principally 03
the perfection of their workmanship.
Such is no longer the case whena all privileges being
abolished, ranks are intermingled, and men are for
ever rising or sinking upon the ladder of society,
Among a democratic people a number of citizen^
always exist whose patrimony is divided and decreas-
ing. They have contracted, under more prosperous
circumstances, certain wants, which remain after the
means of satisfying such wants are gone ; and they
are anxiously looking out for some surreptitious
method of providing for them. On the other hand,
there are always in democracies a large number of
men whose fortune is upon the increase, but whose
desires grow much faster than their fortunes : and
who gloat upon the gifts of wealth in anticipation,
long before they have means to command them.
Such men are eager to find some short cut to these
gratifications, already almost within their reacfi.
From the combination of these two causes the result
is, that in democracies there is always a multitude
of individuals whose wants are above their means,